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could hold. The front was very restricted, communication with the rear impossible, and at daybreak it was found that the position could not be held. For both flanks were in the air, and a supporting attack, which had started late, and \\as therefore made in daylight, had failed, in spite 01 gallantry and resolution. Some of the trenches had been mined, ai.d were blo\\n up by the Germans. One party of Indians was surrounded, without hope of succour, and was forced to surrender. Colonel Ronald-son held un to his captured trenches through the day, but at dusk they had all to ho evacuated, and the troops retreated to their original line. The day's operations had there-lore proved disappointing.
The enemy deemed the occasion opportune for an attack from their side. As soon as daylight commenced on the next day, the 20th, the Germans started a heavy fire along the whole front of the Indian Corps. This was the prelude to infantry attacks, which were directed in special force, a-gamst Givenchy and tho two-mile stretch of land between that village, and La Quinquo Rue, to tho north of the former. Defending Givenehy was the Sirhind Brigade of the Lahore Division under General Brunker. At about 10 o'clock in tho morning this Brigade gave way, enabling the enemy to capture a considerable part ot tho village. Happily the 57th Rifles and 9th Bhopals, who were stationed north of La Bass6e canal east of the village, and tho Connaught Rangers, who were south of the canal, stood firm.
A fierce fight for Givenchy now ensued. Tho 47th Sikhs were sent up in further support of the Sirhind Brigade, while the 1st Manchesters, tho 4th Suffolks, and two battalions of French Territorials, the whole under General Camogy, essayed a vigorous counter-attack through Givenchy, in order to retake, by a flank attack the trenches lost by the Sirhind Brigade. Subsequently they were diverted to Givenchy itself, in order to re-establish the situation there. The village, thanks to a gallant attack by the Manchesters and & company of the Suf-folks, was retaken about 5 o'clock in the afternoon, and the enemy was also cleared out of tho two trenches to the north-east of it.
Our trenches north of the village still, however, remained in the enemy's possession, and it was not until one o'clock in the morning that it was possible to deliver a counter-attack, by the 47th Sikhs and the 7th Dragoon Guards under the command of Lt.-Col. H. A. Lem-
priere, D.S.O., against these trenches. The assailants reached them, hut were driven out again by enfilade fire, and Colonel Lempricre was killed
Some three hours later the main attack, by the remainder of the force, with the rallied remnants of Col. Leinpriere's detachment, under General Macbeaii, which had been originally allocated for the work, was delivered, but it also failed.
KEY  MAP   OF  THE   COUNTRY,
The retirement on the morning of tho 20th had had another untoward result. The retirement of the 2nd Gurkhas had left much exposed the flank of tho 1st Seaforth Highlanders, who were on the extreme right of the Meerut Division line, and when the Sirhind Brigade fell back the Seaforths were left completely exposed. The 58th Rifles went to tho support of their left, and throughout tho after-